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rather in a spirit of mistrust.   How could it, however, be
otherwise when,  even before my arrival, the Head
Soldiers1 Council of the Interned Fleet caused a circular
letter to be sent to all ships, in which they pointed out
the danger of the presence of a chaplain and in which they
agitated against me personally.   And why ?   Because I
had directed the publication, during the War, of the war
newspaper On Outpost Duty in the national interest.
'Naval Chaplain Ronneberger was the Editor of the
paper On Outpost Duty,9 is how it stands in the circular
letter sent to the ships* companies,  The man is not to be
trusted politically.   So have a care !   And these are the
lines on which the Head Soldiers' Council decided my
work was to be carried out: ' His activities extend only
to purely Church and instructional subjects.  Politics are
forbidden Tiim by us.   The Soldiers' Council exercises the
sharpest control in this connection and is authorized to
refuse him permission to speak in case of non-compliance
with their injunction, or [prudently a loophole was left
here] other counter-measures will be taken.   Attendance
at church services and at lectures, etc., to be voluntary/
That was the greeting I received as I entered on my
office.   My arrival was announced to the ships in the
daily routine orders, and they were told to communicate
with me direct as regards requests for church services.
But in the first fourteen days I was left undisturbed.  No
ship expressed a wish for any sort of church service. But,
after their mistrust had been overcome, the desire for
more services made itself felt, at first gradually, but
increasing as time went by, so that for the Easter Festival
twenty services were announced and confirmed officially
in the daily routine orders.  Out of twenty-six battleships
and cruisers, twenty-two had Divine Service.  Four ships
gave up all claim to my offices.   In all, in four months,
fifty-two services, twenty-five lectures, and thirty instruc-
tional classes were held.    The attendance at Divine
Service was always voluntary and amounted to 75 per